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Don’t miss this! 
2nd Annual United Beekeepers of Alberta (UBA) 

Conference and AGM March 14th, 2020 

Elks Social Hall - 400 Diamond Ave, Spruce Grove 

10 speakers, your favourite vendors, lunch,                       

a honey competition and silent auction! 

Update from United Beekeepers of Alberta 

by Tracey Smith 

The UBAC board has been working hard the last couple 

of months to organize the Second  Annual Conference 

and AGM. This time, it’s at the Elks Hall, in Spruce 

Grove, which is minutes from Edmonton. We intend to 

rotate the event to different areas of Alberta every 

year. We have a great line-up of speakers and I’m fairly 

confident that every beekeeper, regardless of size or 

experience, will learn at least one new thing!  

 

Among the presenters, we’ll have a certified organic 

inspector tell us the steps to become certified organic 

honey producers. We’re also going to finally get our 

questions answered about whether oxalic acid 

vapourization works, which machines work the best, 

how many times we need to apply it and at what time 

of year.  I’ll be talking about machine learning and 

artificial intelligence applications in beekeeping. So if 

you’ve ever wondered what those terms really mean, 

you'll want to see this talk.  

 

We’ll learn about honey markets and the history of 

Beemaid from their VP of Business Growth, Greg Mohr. 

Rod Scarlett of Canadian Honey Council will be filling us 

in on global honey fraud.  Ron Miksha will explain honey 

– granulation, minerals, sweetness, colour and more. 

 

And don’t miss beekeepers Reece Chandler and Neil 

Bertram talking about packages, nucs, what works and 

what really doesn’t.  

 

For $25 with lunch and snacks included, this could be 

the most affordable day of beekeeping education ever 

offered in the Edmonton area. To make sure you get a 

spot, we encourage you to register by going to 

https://unitedbeekeepers.org 

 

Integrated Pest Management Workshop 

As observed and reported by Malcolm Connell 

 

This year’s Integrated Pest Management Workshop, 

organized by the Alberta Beekeepers Commission, was 

held in Leduc on February 4th and 5th.  This article will 

focus on some of the sessions and lessons learned.  

About 80 participants were present. 

Dr. Humberto Boncristiani, a researcher in Florida, 

presented twice. In his first presentation he mentioned 

his research on small hive beetles. He does podcasts 

and has a blog: Florida Melitto Files. His podcast is titled 

‘Two Bees in a Podcast’. He does a bimonthly skype and 

also can be accessed at ‘InsidetheHive.tv. You can 

subscribe to his broadcasts and educational videos for a 

small fee. His second presentation ‘Beekeeping 

Problems That Beekeepers Don’t Talk About’ was given 

as the last presentation and the title succeeded in 

keeping almost everyone present until the end. The 

subtopics he covered included a) checking the pH of 

water supplies, b) miscommunication with beekeeper 

workers, often foreigners, c) following a consistent 

management system distinguished successful 

beekeepers from unsuccessful beekeepers in the same 

county, d) burn ( using propane torch ) the hive tool 

after every hive checked, e) new bees die fast after 

contact with apivar/apistan, f) observations suggesting 

resistance to apivar, g) a new deterrent to varroa mites 

which he wouldn’t name and which needs to be tested 

for a few years yet.  

We were introduced to Dr. Olav Rueppell, who will be 

starting as a beekeeping professor at the University of 

Alberta in September. He transferred from Germany to 

the University of Davis in California to do research. He is 

currently at the University of North Carolina. He can be 

contacted at orueppell@gmail.com. At the U of A, he’ll 

be creating a research team. He talked about his studies 

on how bees age.  

Daryl Wright from the Manitoba Beekeepers 

Association talked mostly about the association’s focus 
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on a Chilean queen rearing project. Manitoba imports 

25,000 Chilean queen bees each year. The plan was for 

high quality Manitoba queens to be sent to Chile for 

breeding, with the queens raised to be sent to 

Manitoba. The Chilean government is refusing to allow 

Manitoba queens into Chile.  

Samantha Muirhead, Alberta’s Acting Apiculturist, ‘Dos 

and Don’ts of Best Management Practices for Varroa’ 

Even after 30 days of apivar strips in each hive in 

September, varroa mite levels are high. Apistan and 

bayvarol are still not effective consistently. The Tech 

Team will visit your hives if you want to check for Apivar 

resistance: contact the Team at 780-489-6949 or 

www.albertabeekeeperscommission.ca. 

Treatments: If your mite shake in spring reveals a 1% 

infestation, then you treat with apivar for 42-56 days. In 

the fall, you treat if the infestation is 2-3% or 10 mites a 

day on a sticky board. Always monitor during treatment. 

Don’t just check drone brood. Replace the queen with 

varroa tolerant stock if necessary. Put drone comb in for 

21 days and then remove. Screen bottom boards can be 

used with sticky board traps. One chemical control 

method is to remove old frames. Irradiate deadout 

boxes. As we see more examples of deformed wing 

virus, and parasitic mite syndrome, one strategy option 

is to take off honey supers earlier, and start mite 

treatments earlier. 

Hopguard two (cardboard coated) has been approved 

but is messy on latex gloves, stains beesuits, and has 

better results when the hive is broodless. A mid season 

oxalic treatment can be done as it doesn’t leave 

residues. Apivar strips should be put right in the middle 

of cluster, 1 per 5 frames of bees  

(4 strips if necessary). Monitor by checking 6 hives in a 

40 hive yard. Use of ‘Bee Healthy’ can help boost a hive.  

Refer to the ‘Honey Bee Health Coalition’ for more 

information. 

Casandra Doherty from Alberta Agriculture and 

Forestry compared oxalic blasters used by commercial 

beekeepers. She described the different machines, 

talked about best field practices, optimal temperature 

ranges, and manpower requirements. Costs and 

efficacies were covered in detail.  

Jerry Poelman (Taber) with 14,000 hives, puts 70-80% 

of them into pollination. He has a training day for his 

employees and holds field days for other beekeepers. 

Apivar is used as a treatment in spring as then varroa 

mites are older and more vulnerable. Formic acid is no 

longer used as a spring treatment as it kills queens. 

Oxalic acid has been used in the fall with good results. 

Antibiotics (e.g. fumagillin) are no longer used. Adding 

‘Bee Strong’ and ‘Pro Health’ and ‘Bee Vital’ lowers the 

stress level in hives. ‘Pro Health’ is used in sugar syrup. 

Don’t use ‘Complete Bee’. 

Use snow plows to dig out bee yards in March.  He 

uses barrel feeders rather than top feeders or frame 

feeders just in fall as less robbing occurs then. All new 

queens are bought. None are grafted by his employees. 

Hive numbers are increased using his own bees to 

create nucs with 2 frames of brood. Some of these even 

produce 1-2 boxes of excess honey. Packages are not 

bought anymore. Hives are overwintered in one box 

indoors and in 2 boxes outside. 250,000 old frames 

(including those from other beekeepers) were melted 

last year. Plastic frames are a problem in this process. 

Formic acid treatments in spring killed 25% of queens. 

Some beekeepers accept this as they have enough 

replacement cells and try to have only young queens.  

Most nucs are kept in standard boxes. Some are in 

Styrofoam nucs. 

Dr. Steve Pernal (Beaverlodge) ‘AFB and EFB Detection 

and Management’ 

AFB is a disease of the brood, a spore forming bacteria, 

highly contagious, larvae susceptible. Don’t reuse old 

AFB frames. Equipment should be burned or irradiated. 

Tradition has it that if the AFB is found in late August or 

Fall, that the bees are burned also. However in spring 

the bees from an AFB infected hive can be shaken out 

onto new foundation, and they have enough time to 
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recover and be a strong hive by August.  Infected boxes 

are still destroyed. The shake results are almost the 

same whether the bees are shaken on drawn comb or 

on new foundation. The shook bees perform better 

than bees from a package. 

In contrast, EFB doesn’t form spores but is very hardy. 

Dr. Marta Guarna found lots of EFB like symptoms in BC 

blueberry fields in 2019 where hives were placed. 80% 

of the samples were confirmed as EFB. EFB symptoms 

continue to exist for 4 weeks after hives are removed 

from the blueberry fields. Dr. Meghan Milbrath, from 

Michigan, found hives affected by EFB tend to self- 

recover and protein supplements don’t help much. 

Dr. Shelly Hoover, “Spring Protein Feeding’.   Many 

beekeepers add protein supplements in March. Three 

types of pollen patties were compared to see which 

ones were the best. ‘Global 15’ was judged as OK and as 

good as ‘Bee 20’. ‘Global Zero’ which has more sucrose, 

was consumed more. 

However ‘Global 15’ results in more brood rearing but 

not necessarily more healthy hives. The 

recommendation is to use a mix (all 3). 

Suggestions between commercial beekeepers 

overheard at the IPM Workshop while slurping coffee 

and eating too many croissants and cheese cake: 

1) If the summer honey harvest was very productive and 

hives had strong populations, then fall splits can be 

done in mid-August when honey supers are removed. 

The secret is to put the empty box on the bottom of a 

two box hive being created as a split. This gives the 

queen much more space to lay winter bees for the two 

months before the hard frost in late October. 

If the empty box is put on top, the queen gets squeezed 

from laying brood as sugar syrup fed in fall (September) 

will block up brood space by being put in the top box. 

Also fall splits can’t be safely done if the honey harvest 

is poor. In most areas of Alberta, 2019 was not a good 

year to make fall splits as the hives were not very 

productive in honey production in August. 

2) A certain bee breeder using open brood frames in his 

queen cell builder produces better-quality queens. This 

is contrary to what most text books say: frames of open 

brood are more likely to get supercedure cells and the 

grafted cells will be ignored.   

3) There are test kits for checking whether your hive 

has AFB or EFB. They can be used one time only and 

only on one hive. One beekeeper described them as 

pregnancy kits. They are available at the Co-op for 

about $20 each. The Co-op supply is currently out of 

stock. These could be ideal for a hobby beekeeper. 

4) On the issue of granting associate membership 

without voting rights to beekeepers with less than a 

100 hives, the Ontario experience has spooked 

commercial beekeepers in the Alberta refundable 

commission, ABC. In Ontario, one story goes that hobby 

beekeepers who had voting rights took over the 

association and drove it into bankruptcy. The Manitoba 

Association allows all beekeepers to be members of the 

association. A beekeeper there needs to have at least 

50 hives before getting voting rights. There appears to 

be no serious issues with this arrangement. 

5) I tried to get a similar arrangement last November at 

the ABC conference. The motion was, “Members with 

fewer than 100 hives be accepted as associate members 

of the ABC. They won’t have voting rights. Up to two of 

them can be voted by the commercial members to be 

on the board. The board can appoint an additional 

associate member.” A few commercial members were 

willing to second the motion, but none of them were 

coming to the ABC AGM. I was unable to get any 

commercial beekeeper coming to the AGM to second 

the motion. I withdrew the motion when I was called 

away to a family funeral in another country at the same 

time as the conference. 
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Grande Prairie Beekeepers Club  
by Richard Krahn, President 

 

The Grande Prairie Beekeepers Club has grown to 

approximately 40 hobbyist and sideline members, with 

a  presence of 501 members on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/gpbeekeepersclub/ 

Our motto is "supporting each other in successful 

beekeeping".  

At our monthly club meeting we have an education 

presentation by a guest speaker or one of our 

experienced club members on best practices related to 

the time of year we happen to be in.   Networking with 

other beeks to learn from each others' experiences is a 

huge part of the value our members gain, because "life 

is too short to make all the mistakes yourself!"  

In spring we offer a weekend Beekeeping 101 

course. The Swarm Response team is active through the 

summer. "Got a swarm, who do you call?  The B 

Team!"   

We maintain a club apiary of three hives, which 

provides some income while providing members the 

opportunity to come learn hive management 

techniques hands on.  

Midsummer barbeque and December potluck social are 

a chance to kick back and try each others' mead (as well 

as trade more bee stories).  

Wax Day between Christmas and spring shows ways of 

cleaning and utilizing beeswax.  

Group bee package orders help us share the work of a 5 

hour trip to Spruce Grove each spring.  

A mid-spring field trip to a commercial beekeeper's 

apiary gives us hobbyists a hands-on view of how the 

big guys work hives efficiently.   

Did I mention informal networking?  Because none of us 

learned it all on our own, and there's something to learn 

every trip to the bee yard.  

Our proximity to the Beaverlodge Research Station gives 

us local access to very knowledgeable bee 

scientists. The annual Beekeepers Field Day has PhDs 

making presentations that even my 10 year old enjoys! 

(They can pay me later, but it’s not an exaggeration.) 

Bee happy!  - Richard  

 

 
 

Taking the Wraps Off 

by Ron Miksha 

 

Some years ago, one of the really big beekeepers told 

me about his forgotten bee yard. The farmer who 

owned the land called my fried in early July and asked 

when they were going to unwrap the hives. Oops! I 

guess when you have 80 yards and keep everything in 

your head, this is bound to happen. As it turned out, the 

bees were fine. In fact, I was told, they were better than 

any other yard.  That might have been a bit of a stretch. 

 

Most of us get pretty tired of unwrapping to check and 

feed, then re-wrapping. So, we unwrap earlier than we 

should, and leave the hives to face late-season chills. To 

avoid messing with wrappers in April, I went to the 

bulky poly-hives seen in the picture above. I like the 

equipment, but you might not. If you prefer good old 

solid wood, that’s great. But the insulation value of 

polystyrene is 10-times better than 3/4-inch pine. To 

keep bees safe through the winter and late spring, you 

have to wrap the hives, or park them inside.  

 

If you have wrapped your boxes under cozies or home-

made wraps consider leaving it on until late-April or 

even May. Even a good strong hive can go through quite 

a shock if the thermometer drops to minus 15 and there 

is a lot of brood. The bees will cluster, brood may chill, 

or (at the very least) the queen will slow down – just 

when you want her speeding up.   
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               Number of Honey Bee Hives Kept in Canada, 1924-2016 

 Hive counts have been tabulated by Statistics Canada 

since 1924. When counting began, there were fewer 

than 300,000 hives. That number doubled during World 

War II when sugar was rationed.  Beekeepers were 

allowed to buy extra sugar – to feed their bees. Suddenly 

a hundred thousand new beekeepers filed for extra sugar 

rationing cards. When the war ended, so did the spike in 

beekeeping. 

 

The next spike in Canada’s hive count began in the mid-

70s. Honey went from 20 cents a pound to 50 cents 

between about 1970 – 1975. Suddenly, beekeeping was 

quite profitable – something few of us had ever seen 

before. Euphoria was short-lived in Canada. Our source 

for cheap queens and packages ended when an embargo 

was placed on US bees. Colony numbers fell by almost 

200,000. Between 1988 and 1992, a few hundred 

commercial beekeepers left the business. 

 

After that tragic loss of bees and beekeepers, numbers 

began to climb again. Honey prices were pretty good and 

commercial honey farms expanded across Canada, but 

particularly in Alberta, where the number of managed 

hives doubled – from 150,000 in 1993 to over 300,000 

today.  

 

Contrary to popular rumour, honey bees are not going 

extinct. In 2018, Canada had more colonies of honey 

bees than anytime in our history. Some other types of 

bees have been struggling in recent years, but honey 

bees are owned and managed by beekeepers who work 

hard to keep their bees alive. 

 

 

 

 
 

This chart is a bit harder to read. The numbers on the left 

are pounds of honey per hive in Alberta, ranging from 

zero at the bottom to 250 at the top. Along the bottom 

(x-axis) are years, from 1920 to 2017.  

 

When honey bees first arrived in Alberta, around 1880 or 

so, they made almost no honey. The province had about 

the same weather – sunshine, rain, heat, wind – as it has 

today. But there wasn’t the same mix of flowers. There 

were patches of wildflowers, adapted to the wild native 

bees that were here for millennia. Honey bees need 

expanses of dandelion, clover, canola, and alfalfa. None 

of these existed in the province until the late 1920s, 

when those plants came in from the USA. 

 

Once the favourite honey bee flowers arrived, bees did 

quite well. We see a huge spike of pounds per hive 

around 1930. That’s probably because there were only a 

few honey bee hives in the province and clover and 

alfalfa had just reached us. After that, we had some small 

crops in the 1940s when hobbyist bought packages as a 

way to get extra sugar rationing cards. Those folks were 

never really beekeepers. When they quit, hive 

production bounced back. 

 

Per hive honey production oscillated up and down wildly 

after that. Good years with good weather and rain (but 

not too much) were followed by bad-weather years. This 

went on for decades until recently, when things 

smoothed out at around 140 pounds per hive – probably 

because of canola pollination, where a quarter of 

Alberta’s hives get small, but more consistent, crops. 

Those 80,000 hives affect the entire provincial average. 
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2nd Annual United Beekeepers of Alberta (UBA) 

Conference and AGM March 14th, 2020 

Elks Social Hall - 400 Diamond Ave, Spruce Grove 

10 speakers, your favourite vendors, lunch,                       

a honey competition and silent auction. 

 

UBA Conference Agenda  

8:00 Doors open  

9:00 Welcome 

9:05 Greg Mohr: The Canadian Honey Market - Opportunities 

and Challenges   

9:30 Rod Scarlett: A Canadian Perspective on Honey Fraud: 

The Impact of a Global Problem  

10:00 Jaime Aguillar: Organic Beekeeping: The Blueprint to 

get you Started!      

10:30 Coffee Break (Sponsored by Dancing Bee Equipment) 

10:45 Samantha Muirhead: Update from the Provincial 

Apiculturist  

11:15 Olivia De Herdt: Combing Through Paperwork: What is 

Required of Alberta’s Beekeepers?  

11:45 LUNCH  

12:45 AGM  

1:15 Cassandra Docherty: The Use of Oxalic Acid for Varroa 

Treatment: An Update and Future Directions  

1:45 Tracey Smith: Beekeeping using Data Science and 

Artificial Intelligence  

2:15 Coffee Break (Sponsored by BeeMaid Bee Supplies) 

2:30 Ron Miksha: What's in your Honey? 

3:00 Neil Bertram: A Sideliner Journey with Nucs.  

3:30 Reece Chandler: Bee Packages: The Good, the Bad and 

the Ugly 

4:00 Honey Competition and Silent Auction Results 

 

 

 

Conference Fee - $25 and $20 for students. 

For more information and registration, visit 

https://unitedbeekeepers.org/education-2/ 

 

Pay online, or send a cheque to: 

     Jean-Francois Cianci  

     3028 Conrad Drive NW 

     Calgary T2L 1B4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Honey Competition 

Stephen Bennett, above, left, and his team of honey 

judges take their job very seriously.  But don’t let that 

stop you!  Bring your best honey to the UBA conference 

and be prepared to win a ribbon. 

 

Judging is based on moisture, cleanliness, brightness, 

aroma, container perfection, lack of air bubbles (always 

a problem with Alberta’s thick honey), appropriate fill of 

the jar, and – well, check our site for the complete rules. 

Go to https://unitedbeekeepers.org – then look at the 

recent blog posts. You’ll find what you need there. 

 

 
 

A Long Look Back:  Western Beekeeping, May 1940 

 
 


